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Gentlemen , 


■JldftM.  3BP01W  oy  HSDTOAT.  ftTOTCTR  CtV  HUAT.Tff  Aim 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1942. 

ffiUBRAR^ 


As  requested  by  tiie  Ministry  of  Health  we  present  to  you 
an  abridged  report  for  the  year  1942 
industrial  or  military  undertakings, 
appendix  are  not  for  publication. 


,  without  any  reference  to  wartime 
Statistics  included  in  an 


Area  (in  acres) . 4,771 

Population  (1942).  ^ . .  ...  10,840 

Number  of  inhabited  houses .  2,946 

Rateable  value . £64,960 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate...  £260.  15.  0. 

Industries .  These  in  the  main  retain  their  pre-war  character,  though 
in  some  cases  there  have  been  changes  due  to  the  war. 

Population.  As  a  reception  area  the  population  had  increased 
considerably,  but  has  this  year  dropped  materially. 

Hostels  &  requisitioned  houses  are  scattered  throughout  the  Town  for 
evacuated  persons. 

Day  Nursery.  Daring  the  year,  the  Ministry  have  built  a  day  nursery 
for  the  children  of  mothers  who  go  to  work.  This  has  been  well  used 
and  has  been  much  appreciated.  The  staff  consists  of  Matron,  Assistant 
Matron  (S.R.N. ),  5  nursery  assistants,  1‘ warden,  1  cook  and  1  cleaner. 
The  nursery  will  accommodate  48  children.  The  average  daily  attendance 
for  the  whole  year  has  been  about  24  children.  There  have  been  no 
serious  epidemics  or  illnesses  amongst  the  children. 

Social  Centre  for  evacuated  women  open  all  day  from  9-0  a.m. ,  with 
facilities  for  washing,  needlework,  baths  and  recreation. 

The  Birth  rate  is  considerably  higher  than  the  previous  year. 

The  Death  rate  is  slightly  lower  than  the  previous  year. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  considerably  lower  than  the  previous  year. 


Puerperal  Fever.  There  were  three  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  but  no 
deaths  from  any  Puerperal  cause. 

Causes  of  Death.  Amongst  the  causes  of  death  at  all  ages  are: 


Cancer  ...  ...  ...  14 

Stroke .  15 

Heart  disease.  ...  35 

Pneumonia.  . .  5 


There  were  no  deaths  from: 

Mcasle  s 

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea  (under  2) 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Laboratory  examinations  are  carried  out  in  the 
County  Council  Laboratory  and  included :- 


Milk  examinations  (bacteriological)  ... 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria...  ...  ...  . 

Sputa  for  T.B . 

Sewage  and  Water  analysis  . 

Urine  (bacteriological)  . 

Urine  for  T.B . 

Widal  tests  for  Typhoid  . 

Faeces  for  Typhoid  . . 

Films  for  Gonococci  ...  . 

Blood  for  Wasserman  . 

Milk  for  fat  content . 


33 

32 

27 

20 

5 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Ambulance  facilities  are  provided  by  a  very  efficient  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  and  have  been  thoroughly  satisfactory. 

Home  mrsing.  One  district  nurse -midwife  is  provided  by  the  local 
hospital.  The  Local  Authority  have  not  had  to  provide  any  home 
nursing  during  the  year. 

Centres  and  Clinics.  There  are  no  treatment  clinics  in  the  district, 
except  for  Scabies",  mentioned  later  on.  The  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic  holds  sessions  once  every  week,  and  is  under  the  care 
of  the  Health  Visitor  and  a  staff  of  voluntary  lady  helpers;  a  doctor 
attends  at  every  session  and  sees  local  and  evacuee  persons  on  alternate 
weeks.  There  is  one  whole-time  Health  Visitor  for  residents  and  a 
part-time  visitor  for  evacuees  -  all  children  are  visited  at  their 
homes  until  the  age  of  5.  The  Health  Visitors  also  distribute  ante¬ 
natal  clothing  coupons  and  cod  liver  oil  and  fruit  juices  at  the  Centre 
on  specified  days. 

Hospitals.  There  is  one  small  hospital  (voluntary)  with  about  20  beds 
for  general  cases  and  a  maternity  wing  with  15 'beds.  There  is  also  a 
Public  Assistance  Infirmary  with  about  50  beds. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis.  The  Council  continue  to  provide  means  for  all 
children  under  15  to  be  inoculated,  those  under  5  at  the  M.  &  C.W* 
Clinic  and  those  over  5  at  the  Schools.  The  co-operation  of  the 
masters  and  mistresses  at  the  schools  deserves  the  highest  praise  and, 
thanks  to  this  co-operation,  the  number  of  school  children  inoculated 
by  the  end  of  the  year  was  95$.  The  Health  Visitors,  too,  have 
worked  hard  to  this  end  and  the  number  of  infants  immunised  is  about 
80$. 

Scabies .  The  child  clinic  maintained  by  the  Ministry  continues  in 
work,  but  the  number  of  cases  has  fallen  very  materially.  *  This  clinic 
receives  cases  from  outside  as  well  as  inside  the  district.  During  the 
year  the  local  authority* instituted  an  adult  clinic  at  the  (unused) 
casual  ward  of  the  P.A.I,  In  this  they  were  joined  by  several 
neighbouring  authorities.  The  clinic  is  open  once  a  week  for  men  and 
once  for  women  and  has  an  average  attendance  of  2  cases. 

Health  Service  Officers: - 

1. Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time). 

1  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole-time). 

1  Health  Visitor  (whole -t irne ) . 

1  ”  u  for  evacuees  (part-time). 

SANITARY  C IRCTJMSTANCES  OP  TM_MA. 

Water.  Three  samples  from  the  pipe  supply  have  been  submitted  to 
chemical  a.nd  bacteriological  examination  and  the  reports  in  all  cases 
have  been  satisfactory. 

Obtained  from  wells  in  drift  gravel,  the  quality  is  good  and 
no  artificial  treatment  has  been  found  necessary  during' the  fifty 
years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  first  wells  were  sunk.  The  hardness 
of  the  water  varies  from  28°  to  40°. 

By  reason  of  war  conditions  it  has  been  necessary  to  prohibit 
car  washing  and  the  use  of  hoses.  The  supply  has  been  maintained 
without  interruption  hut  only  with  difficulty  and  by  installing  pumps 
to  force  the  former  gravitational  flow  through  the  mains  more  quickly. 
The  water  level  in'  the  wells  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  lower  than 
at  the  end  of  1941. 

For  some  months  boring  operatiohs  have  been  in  progress  with 
a  view  to  finding  a  site  for  an  additional  well,  hut  works  of  con¬ 
struction  have  not  been'  commenced. 

i  t  »  ♦  .  + 

A  register  of  private  wells  and  of  wells  which  have  fallen 
into  disuse  has'  been  prepared,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
owners  and  occupiers  to',  allow  the  water  to  he  utilised  for  general  use 
in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  the  piped  supply.  Also  as  a  stand-by, 
the  arrangement  for  passing  River  Welland  water  through  the  Public 


3. 


Baths  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  and  thence  by  re-pumping  into 
the  town  mains,  referred  to  in  previous  Annual  Reports,  is  kept  in 
readiness  for  quick  operation  should  the  necessity  arise. 

Thirty-four  private  wells,  were  sampled,  and  in  only  one 
instance,  a  disused  well,  the  water  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

A  copy  of  the  result  of  the  analysis  and  report  of  the 
Leicestershire  County  Council  dated  1st  October,  1942,  regarding  the 
last  sample  from  the  town  main,  is  appended: - 


Appearance  in  2  ft.  tube 

Odour . 

Reaction. . 

Hardness. . . . 


Clear 

Nil 

Faintly 


ilka  line 


Parts  per 

Grains  p< 

100,000 

Gallon 

0.004 

0.0028 

0.010 

0.007 

1.0 

0.7 

1.65 

1.1 

Nil 

Nil 

nt  from  10 

c.  cs. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia. . 

Albuminoid  Ammonia, . . 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides . . 

(Equal  to  Chloride  of  Sodium).. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates . 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours . 

Remarks:  Coliform  organisms  abse-] 

The  albuminoid  ammonia  is  a  little  high, 
indicating  some  pollution  by  Vegetable 
matter  and  therefore  harmless.  'The  rest 
of  the  analysis  is  satisfactory. 

Drainage  &  Sewerage.  Thc-re  have  been  no  extensions  of  the  pipe  systems, 
but  preliminary  data  is  being  collected  with  a  view  to  the  complete  re¬ 
organization  and  modernization  of  the  purification  works  as  a  post-war 
measure . 


Closet  Accommodation.  Some  4,100  water  closets  are  in  existence  at 

are  connected  to  the  town  .sewerage  system,  and  a  few 

conservancy  arrangements. 


premises  which 
remotely  situated  properties  have 


Public  Cleansing.  As  far.  as  possible,  all  houses  are  provided  with 
dustbins,  although  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  an 
adequate  supply.  A  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  and  salvaged 
materials  is  maintained.  During  the  year,  2,470  tons  of  refuse  were 
received  at  the  destructor  and  the  following  quantities  were  salvaged :- 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qri 

112 

1 

0 

Metals . 

89 

18 

2 

Textiles ............ 

12 

17 

0 

Bottles  &  Jars . 

.  3 

8 

0 

Bones . . 

10 

4 

2 

Rubber . . 

9 

14 

0 

•  %  t  *  3  •  . 

238 

3 

0 

This  total  represented  an  increase  of  62  tons  over  last  year’s  figures. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Complaints  received  and  investigated, 
Defects  or  nuisances  dealt  with... 
Informal  notices  served  ...  ... 

Statutory  notices  served  . 


188 

514 

227 

1 


Inspections . 

D  olling-houses (all  purposes)  . 

Tc-ntSj  vans,  etc.  (human  habitation).,. 

Regional  slaughter-house  . . 

Food  premises  . . 

Dairies  and  cowsheds . .  .  ... 

Offensive  trades . 

Animal  keeping  . . . .  ... 

Factories ,  etc . . . 

Other  premises  ... 


1st,  Visits . 

Re-visit 

439 

466 

6 

6 

1 

356 

51 

151 

15 

67 

4 

0 

50 

5 

56 

14 

144 

129 

746" 

1174 

Dwc 11 ins -house  s . 

General  structural  repairs  effected .  106 

Drains  &  sanitary  fittings  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  90 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  . .  .  115 

Cleansing  and  other  defects  remedied  .  40 

Licence  renewed  under  Defence  Regulation  68-  AA .  .  1 

Factories ,  etc. 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  remedied  .  1 

Drains  and  other  matters  attended  to  . .  5 

Miscellaneous  nuisances . 

Drainage  defects  repaired  .  4 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  .  . .  10 

Animal  keeping  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  . . .  .  4 

Other  defects  remedied  . . .  .  7 

Rodent  Destruction . 

Infestations  of  rats  or  mice  received  attention  .  53 

Although  the  Council  is  not  the  authority  under  the  Rats 
and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  inspections  were  made  and  advice 
given  in  many  instances.  Co-operation  was  also  maintained 
with  the  Rodent  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  attended  Conferences  arranged  for  this 


purpose.  In  one  instance  of  an  infestation  covering  a  fairly 
extensive  area,  the  cervices  of  the  Ministry’s  expert  staff 
was  sought  with  excellent  results.  Two  other  cases  were 
referred  to  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer. 

Disinfection,  and  Disinfestation. 

Infected  rooms  fumigated  ...  . .  62 


Verminous  rooms  treated  .  113 

Articles  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc. 

Steam  disinfected .  2584 

Destroyed  ...  ...  29 

Other  articles  disinfected...  . . 629 


Eleven  instances  of  bug  infestation  were  dealt  with,  and  four 
persons  affected  with  lice  were  cleansed  by  arrangement  at 
the  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

Special  Classes  of  Premises  A  Occupations  subject  to  control • 

Written  consent  to  establishment  of  trade  of  Rag  &  Bone 

Dealer  renewed .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Petrol  and  Carbide  Stores.  Petroleum  Carbide  of 

S-arit  Calcium 

Number  of  Licences  issued .  ...  0  0 

Number  of  Licences  renewed.  .  31  2 

Number  of  licences  transferred . .  1  0 

Four  contraventions  of  Licence  conditions  were 
rectified  on  notification  to  the  persons  concerned. 

Twenty-one  Paraffin  Stores  were  inspected  in  accordance  with 
instructions  received,  and  it  was  found  necessary  for  structural 
alterations  for  the  prevention  of  outflow  to  be  carried  out  at 
two  stores. 

v  •  •  •  t  *  ••  »  *•  •>  #«  •  •  1  1  * 

Swimming  Bath.  The  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  of  the  Council’s 
covered  swimming  bath  has  continued  to  function  satisfactorily,  and 
daily  tests  of  the  water  have  been  conducted.  One  sample  was  taken  in 
July  and  the  Report  stated  ’’Bacteriologically  this  is  a  very  good  water’ 

HODSING 

One  new  house  was  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year. 
Three  houses  respecting  which  undertakings  to  close  had  previously 
been  accepted  by  the  Council,  were  converted  to  two  houses  and  works 
in  accordance  with  the  schedule  of  repairs  approved  by  the  Council  were 
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completed.  The  undertakings  to  close  were  thereupon  cancelled  and 
the  houses  have  since  been  let  for  habitation. 


■  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  work  of  effecting  routine 
housing  repairs  and  the  remedying  of  sanitary  defects  became  more 
difficult  owing  to  prevailing  conditions  and  the  depletion  of  builders1 
staffs,  and  the  attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  been  drawn  to 
this,  matter.  Although  in  many  cases  it  has  been  possible  after 
considerable  delays  for  the  more  urgent  types  of  defects  to  be  attended 
to,  the  Health  Committee  are  concerned  that  arrangements  should  be  made 
to  ensure  that  adequate  staffs  are  retained  in  the  district  to  cope 
with  this  important  section  of  public  health  work. 


1 .  I-spect io rq  o_f  Dwelling  House s  during  the  year . 

(1)  (  )  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  145 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  290 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  ( included  tender  sub-head  (l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose- 
('.')  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  bo  unfit  for  human  habitation 
(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub -he ad)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  40 

2 ,  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices . 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority.’ 

or  their  Officers  . . .  42 


3 ,  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  . .during  the  year.  Nil 

4 o  Housing  Act ,  1936  Part  IV_  -  Overcrowding. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  comprising  3  persons  was  relieved  during 
the  year.  A  number  of  other  cases  are  in  existence,  but  owing  to 
the  shortage  of  accommodation,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  deal  with 
these  as  yet.  In  the  meantime,  everything  possible  is  being  done 
to  improve  conditions  where  practicable. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 


Trade .  No.  on  Register. 


Cowkeepers  only . . .  ...  . .  3 

Retailers  only  .  ...  . .  4 

Retailers  and  cowkeepers  . .  7 

Farms  and  other  premises  .  22 

The  following  licences  have  been  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order  1936  and  1938: 

"Pr.steurised"  Milk  . .  ...  1 

do.  -  Supplementary  (Retailing)  ...  1 

Milk  Sampling: - 

Number  of  samples 

taken  for  bacteri-  Number  Number 

Class  olcgical  examinations  satisfactory  Unsat  is factory . 

"Pasteurised”  3  3  0 

"Accredited"  14  9  5 

Ordinary  7  _  1 

24  18  6 


Five  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  of  milk  from  farms  outside  the 
district,  and  reports  were  sent  to  the  producers  and  the  matter  was 
also  taken  up  with  the  retailers.  In  the  other  instance  of  a  farm 
within  the  Urban  Area,  inspections  were  made  and  advice  given. 

Complaints  of  dirty  or  soured  milk  investigated  ...  ...  6 

Contraventions  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  remedied .  8 

Meat  and  Other  Foods: - 

The  Regional  Slaughterhouse  has  continued  to  supply  the  town  and 
surrounding  area,  end  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year 
was  9,877.  All  meat  was  inspected  prior  to  allocation  for  retail  sale 
and  the  quantity  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  amounted  to  12  tons  17  cwt. 
3  qrs.  1  lb. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemne d. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows.  Calves. 

Sheep 
and 
Lambs . 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

865 

273  92 

8570 

77 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

• 

• 

4 

6  3 

98 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

210 

89  3 

373 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 

« 

- 

• 

other  than  Tuberculosis. 

24.7 

34,8  6,5 

5.0 

18.9 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

7  1 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

97 

37 

++ 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

* 

- 

Tuberculosis 

11.9 

16.1  1.1 

9.1 

There  has  been  a  greatly  increased  demand  for  the  inspection  of 
"controlled"  and  other  foodstuffs  of  many  kinds.  During  the  year,  110 
requests  to  inspect  doubtful  goods  were  complied  with  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  condemn  a  total  of  1,981  lbs.  Close  co-operation  was 
maintained  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage  Department,  and,  as  a 
result,  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  food  condemned  was  utilised 
for  other  purposes. 

Defects  remedied  at  premises  where  food  is  kept  or 

prepared  for  sale  ...  . . . .  . .  ...  17 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  5 
Whooping  Cough  . .  1 

Diphtheria  . . .  1 

(mild  case  -  inoculated) . 


Erysipelas  .  3 

Measle s  . .14 

Pneumonia  .  9 


Puerperal  Pyrexia...  3 


Tuberculosis ■  Eleven  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 
-  8  male  and*  3  female  -  and  one  non -pulmonary  -  female.  The  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  were  2  female  pulmonary  and  2  male  non-pulmonary. 


Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  T. SCOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

BERNARD  C. ELLIOTT,  • 
Sanitary  Inspector, 


Vital  Statistics 


-  1 


0/1  ? 


(Mot  for  publicatioi 


Total  population 


10,840 


(Legitimate 
Live  Births  ( 

( Illegitimate 


(Legit  imate 
Still  Births  ( 

(Illegit imate 


Deaths  under  (Legitimate 
one  year  (Illegitimate 


Deaths  ... 


Total. 

Male . 

Female 

167 

85 

82 

12 

_J7 

J5_ 

17.9 

92 

87_ 

6 

4 

2 

0 

0 

J> 

JB 

_4_ 

J3 

6 

2 

4 

_1 

_0 

.1. 

J7 

_5_ 

iao 

5  6 

64 

England  &'W: 

1 9 4 2V  ' 


Birth-rate 

(per  1000  p o pulat i on ) : 

16.5  ..(1941-12.7) 

14.0 

Death-rate 

tt  St  St 

11.0  ..(1941-11.2) 

15.9 

Infant  death- 

rate 

(per  1000  live-births): 

59.6  ..(1941-55) 

60.0 
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